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BLACK BILLIE 
 

Next Meeting July 28, 2009 
 

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(Mark your calendars ! ! !) 

  
 Jul  28, 2009 - Board/General Meeting 
 Aug 25, 2009 - Board/General Meeting 
 Sept 22, 2009 - Board/General Meeting 
 Oct  27, 2009 - Board/General Meeting 
 Nov 24, 2009 - Board/General Meeting 
 
  

 

1 Year Gold – NYSE 
 

7/13/2009 – 8:00 a.m. PST  $   909.78 

One Year High  993.20 
One Year Low   709.50 

All-Time High (March 2008)  1,032.70 

All-Time Low  (1800-1835) 19.39 
 

  
1 Year Silver – NYSE 

 
7/13/2009 – 8:00 a.m. PST  $   12.45 
One Year High    19.09 

One Year Low   8.92 
 
 

 

 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 
Brandon Camp -  Reno, NV 

James Duprey -  Fernley, NV 
Craig & Mildred Horton -  Dayton, NV 

Jino & Roger Kelly -  Sparks, NV 

George Layfield -  Sparks, NV 
Christi & Thomas Nakashima - Fernley, NV 

James Stewart -  Royal Oak, MI 
Fred Sweet -  Reno, NV 

John & Shawna Thiel -  Reno, NV 

 

 
 

INFO ON THE 7N7 CLAIM 
 
General Description: 

 

The claim is located on the West Branch of Nelson 
Creek about 10 miles upstream from the Who-Do 

claim. If is off of the La Porte-Mc Rae dirt road 
which runs between the Quincy-La Porte road 

(same road the Who-Do and Adavenone claim are 

off of) and the Plumas Eureka State Park 
Headquarters at Johnsville. The distance from the 

Park Headquarters is about 11 miles and the 
distance from the Quincy-La Porte road is about 8 

miles. The road is better from the Park 
Headquarters side and, if road maintenance has 

been performed, is doable from either side with a 

high clearance 2-wheel drive vehicle.  However, a 
4-wheel drive vehicle is recommended, especially if 

road maintenance has not been performed. 
 

The turn off road at the South end of the claim is at 

about 39o 44’ 23’’ N, 120o 47’ 56’’ W. The turn off 
is about .2 mile from a bridge that crosses over the 

creek. At the bottom of this road is a 4X4 post with 
“7 N 7 established 1986” painted on it. This post is 

at the Southern end of the claim with the claim 
running North (downstream) about 1320 feet.  The 

claim exists on both sides of the creek and the 4 

corners (NW, NE, SW, SE) should be marked with a 
4X4 post. 
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Access from Park Headquarters: 

 
The headquarters is located at the beginning of 

Johnsville. To reach this point turn off of Hwy 89 (a 
couple of miles from Hwy 70 ) and follow the signs. 

Turn into the park and drive through the 

campground. Once you are on the dirt road 
continue ahead ignoring any minor roads going off 

to the left or right. You will come to two major 
intersections.  In both cases they are marked and 

you want to continue in the La Porte direction. At 
the first intersection you will go right and at the 

second intersection you will go left.  Continue on 

this road until you get to the claim. If you reach the 
bridge you have gone too far. 

 
 

Access from Quincy-La Porte road: 

 
The turn off is uphill from the Who-Do claim 

(towards La Porte) and is designated with a sign 
that gives mileage to Gibsonville and Delahunty 

Lake. Initially you will be heading toward Delahunty 
Lake. Eventually you will come to a wood structure 

(shelter for snowmobilers) at an intersection (39o 

44’ 58’’ N, 120o 52’ 2’’ W). You want to go right at 
this intersection. Stay on the main road until you 

reach the bridge crossing Nelson Creek. 

 
Bill Vogt, Membership Chairman/Historian 

 
 

 

 

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving 
up.  The most certain way to succeed 
is always to try just one more time.” 
 
                                              Thomas Edison  
 

 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 

June 23, 2009 
 

President Mike Wiegand called the meeting to order 
at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Board Members Present:   Bill Vogt, Nadine 
Miller, Mike Wiegand, Claire Wiegand, Jennifer 

Nelson, Jim Richards, Mike Maxwell. 
 

Absent: Lee Nielson, Gary Nielson, Leland Wong, 

Grant Garrison 
 

Corrections to Minutes:  None 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Nadine Miller 

 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and approved. 

Motion to Accept:  Jennifer, 2nd Bill Vogt 
 

Claims Report:   We have maps available to the 
new claim, the 7&7. They will be included in the 

newsletter and in new membership packets. A 

couple of people have been to the 7&7 and did 
“ok”. The Adaven and the Who-Do also had reports 

of doing “ok”. Bud found a little nugget at the 
Tammy. No news from the Nadine. The Shiloh 

needs to be marked, as does the Ken Bennett.  

 
Old Business: Member and volunteer webmaster 

Sid Parrish is adding more to the website. The 
Membership Applications have been updated. The 

Outings have been updated and there is more to 
come, possibly a classifieds section and maybe a 

forum. 

 
The outing to the Tammy was cancelled due to 

road conditions. The July outing to the 7&7 is still 
on for July 3rd – 5th. 

 

New Business:   Nadine suggested the Club send 
an extra $100 donation to Public Lands for the 

People for their efforts in keeping dredging legal. 
The PLP is a great group for any outdoor 

enthusiast. They fight to keep public land open to 

the public. For more information you can visit 
www.PLP2.org 

 
Claire has a great idea of doing a “swap-meet” type 

meeting in the spring. Reno Gem & Mineral does a 
similar event. A specific month would be set aside 

for a quick meeting followed by a silent auction, 

swap meet, whatever the Club wants. The Club 
would receive a percentage of the sales. 

 
Al Gottsch has volunteered to be the Club’s 

Sergeant of Arms as of June 2009.  

 
Thank you Al! 

 
There are currently 24 memberships available 

before we hit our maximum of 300. 
 

Motion to Adjourn:  7:00 p.m. by Jennifer 

Nelson, 2nd Nadine Miller 
 

Minutes prepared by Jennifer Nelson 

http://www.plp2.org/
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
June 23, 2009 

 

President Mike Wiegand called the meeting to order 
at 7:40 p.m. 

 

Corrections to Minutes:   None 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Nadine Miller. The 
Treasurer’s Report was read and approved. Motion 

to Accept:  Ron Dunlap, 2nd Al Gottsch 

 
Claims Report:   We do have maps to the 7&7 

available. The claim will be marked this next week. 
The entrance will have a sign with an arrow. The 

access through Johnsville is “like a freeway!”. A 2 
wheel drive made it ok. For now the dredging is 

limited to 3 inch max, possibly 2 inch later in the 

year. There isn’t room for a 4 inch. Detecting, 
powersluicing, panning, sluicing, is all ok, even 

drywashing if you’re so inclined. Members report 
small finds at the Tammy, the Adaven, Lucky Linda 

and the Shiloh. 

 
 Guest Speaker: None. 

 
Old Business:  The outing to the Tammy was 

cancelled due to weather. 

 
Remember to keep and turn in any trash you find 

while on the claims! Lead, rusty iron, bullets, 
weights, mercury, garbage – anything you take out 

of the river is something we can show to support 
the fact that as prospectors we do help keep the 

outdoors clean! 

 
New Business: Claire would like members to buy 

more hats & shirts! We also always need more 
raffle items.  

 

We are considering a silent auction or swap meet 
type meeting in the spring. A specific month’s 

meeting would be a quick meeting followed by the 
auction/sale. The Club would receive a percentage 

of the sales. 
 

The Club is donating $100 to PLP (Public Lands for 

the People) and encourages members and any 
individuals to join and or donate to the PLP.  The 

PLP fights to keep public lands open to the public. 
Outdoor enthusiasts of any type should consider 

joining and supporting the PLP. Their web address 

is www.PLP2.org or you can call them at 818-845-
6377 or write them at 3700 Santa Carlotta St., La 

Crescenta, CA 91214-1048 
 

Gardnerville College is running a class in the fall for 

Gem & Mineral ID with reduced rates for seniors. 
Al Gottsch has volunteered to be Sergeant of Arms 

as of June and will remain so until election time.  
 

Thank you Al!  

 
Outings: Larry Smith.  

 
There will be a 3 day outing to the 7&7 July 3rd thru 

5th. The members can meet at Bordertown at 8am 
Friday the 3rd to caravan out to the claim, or meet 

on the 4th at 9am at Johnsville State Park 

Headquarters for another caravan. From Johnsville 
to the 7&7 is approximately 12.6 miles and takes 

approx. 1 hour. There is some camping at the claim 
and also camping at nearby Johnsville, with hot 

showers and flush toilets (no hook-ups). There will 

be a potluck dinner on Saturday the 4th – bring your 
own meat and a dish to share. No camping permit 

is required. A free fire permit is required for 
campfires. 

 
Guests:  There were 3 guests present. A warm 

welcome to guests John Knox, wife Cheryl, and 

brother, George! Hope to see you again! 
 

New Members: 15 new members this month, 3 
were at the meeting, John & Shauna Thiel, and 

Brandon Camp. John got the gold! Welcome to All! 

 
Attendance:  Larry Smith won the silver round. 

Congrats Larry!  
 

Membership: Roger Kwapich of Sparks was 

drawn, not present and less than 50 miles away. 
The drawing for July will be for 2 silver rounds. 

 
Motion to Adjourn:  8:05pm by Tom Rose, 2nd 

John (sorry John – I can’t remember your last 
name…I’ll get you next time!). 

 

Reminder: Classifieds in the newsletter are free to 
members. 

 
Minutes prepared by Jennifer Nelson.  

 

 
 

 

“Often you just have to rely on your 
intuition.” 
                                                         Bill Gates 
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PRESENTATION MAPS GHOST 
TOWNS, MINING CAMPS 

 
Stanley Paher will present a slide presentation and 

discussion on mapping Nevada’s ghost towns and 
mining camps on July 23rd from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m at 

the Nevada State Museum in Carson City. 
 

Paher’s books are the culmination of his passion for 

exploring the Nevada/Death Valley back country 
and ghost towns. 

 
A native Nevadan, Paher started his original ghost 

town and mining camp volume on Nevada in 1965.  

It took him five years to produce what has been 
called by book reviewers “by far the best research 

volume yet on Nevada.”  Paher, author of 19 
historical books, will be available to sign his 2009 

edition of “Nevada Ghost Towns and Desert Atlas.” 
 

Regular museum admission fees apply.  For more 

information, contact Deborah Stevenson, curator of 
education at 687-4810, ext. 237. 

 
(by Hoover, Nevada Appeal, Friday, July 10, 2009 excerpts of 
the article.) 

 
 
 

Comstock Gold Prospectors 
PO Box 20781 

Reno NV  89515-0781 
Web site: http://www.cgpgold.org 

 

General Meeting 
4th Tuesday of each month 

7:30 PM at the 
Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25 
2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 
(Corner of Pyramid & York Way) 

 

Board Meeting 
4th Tuesday of each month 

6:30 PM – prior to the General Meeting 

Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25 
2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 
(Corner of Pyramid & York Way) 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 
 
 

Club Officers – 2009 
 

President:   Mike Wiegand - 775/835.6780 

Email:  bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net 
 

Past President:  Leland Wong 
  Email:  Llw1345@cs.com   775/882.5704 

 

 

Vice-President:  Grant Garrison 
Email:  woodygmg@aol.com  --  775/359-9238 

Secretary:    Jennifer Nelson  
renoprospectors@sbcglobal.net – 775/329-7553 

 
Treasurer:    Nadine Miller 

Email: nmiller@cccomm.net --  775/867.3550 
 

Membership/Historian:  Bill Vogt  
Email:  Wvogt@sbcglobal.net --  775/747-3145 

 
 Editor: Lee Nielson 

Email: leenielson1@aol.com -- 775/884.2656  
 
 

Board Members at Large 
 

Mike Maxwell 
Email: mdmbfb@aol.com   775/348.1620 

Gary Nielson 
Email: cgnielson@aol.com   775/884.2656  

 
Jim Richards 

Email: rsmokinguns@yahoo.com  775/225-2494 
 

Claire Wiegand  775/835.6780 
Email:  bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net 

 
Remember, if you have been elected to a Board position, 
your attendance is required at all Board meetings.  If you 
can not attend, be sure one of the Board members has 
your proxy to allow for completion of necessary business. 

 
Notice to All : The Board welcomes new ideas about 
outings, claims, speakers, programs, activities, social 
events, fund raising, public awareness, training  
programs, prospecting successes, anecdotes, hints, tall 
tales, lies, and gossip.  
 
 

CLASSIFIED SECTION 
 
Wanted -- 8 x 10 enclosed trailer.  Contact 

Al at 775-770-0826. 

 
To place or renew a business ad, send a check to 

Comstock Gold Prospectors, c/o Editor, 4242 Spring 
Drive, Carson City, NV 89701.  Include your ad layout, 
and your phone number or email address.  Personal ads 
are free to members for a maximum of 3 editions of the 
newsletter. 

 
Full Page Ad:   $50.00 per month 

Half Page Ad:   $25.00 per month 
Quarter Page Ad:  $12.50 per month 
 
The Club drywasher may be rented by Club members for 
$5/day, $15/week. A VacPak is also available.  The 
drywasher is kept at Reno Prospector’s Supply (775/329-
7553), 315 Claremont St., Reno.  

 

 

http://www.cgpgold.org/
mailto:bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Llw1345@cs.com
mailto:woodygmg@aol.com
mailto:renoprospectors@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nmiller@cccomm.net
mailto:Wvogt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:leenielson1@aol.com
mailto:mdmbfb@aol.com
mailto:cgnielson@aol.com
mailto:rsmokinguns@yahoo.com
mailto:bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net
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Pickles by Brian Crane 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
For all of your mining supplies 

Reno Prospectors Supply 

 
315 Claremont St.   Reno NV  89502-2529 (2 blocks N of Vassar St. off Wells Ave.) 

Phone: (775) 329-7553  Fax: (775) 329-4869 

Email: renoprospectors@sbcglobal.net 

Web Site: http:/ /renogoldpros.com 

 

 

Store Hours:  Tuesday thru Friday - 10 to 5:00        Saturday - 10 to 2  - Closed Sunday and Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Material from many sources is used in The Gold Pan.  While it is believed that these items are accurate, neither the editor nor 
Comstock Gold Prospectors assumes any responsibility for their use.  Advertiser’s claims are their own, and their products are not warranted 
by Comstock Gold Prospectors.  Material from this publication may be reprinted.  Please give credit to the author and The Gold Pan. 

mailto:renogoldpros@powernet.net
http://renogoldpros.com/

