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Comstock Gold Prospectors
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BLACK BILLIE

Next Meeting Oct. 27, 2009

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(Mark your calendars ! ! 1)

Oct 27,2009 - Board/General Meeting
Nov 24, 2009-Board/General Meeting

REMINDER. ..
GPS DISCUSSION IS THE TOPIC FOR THE
OCTOBER MEETING:

Bring your GPS units to the October meeting. Bill
Vogt will speak on what GPS is and how it works.

1 Year Gold — NYSE

10/12/2009 — 8 a.m. PST $1,057.20
One Year Closing High 1,054.90
One Year Closing Low 709.50

1 Year Silver — NYSE

10/12/2009 — 8 a.m. PST $ 17.80
One Year Closing High 17.78
One Year Closing Low 8.92

PRESIDENTS LETTER

Hi everyone,

Well, we are going into the fall and winter months.
Seems more like winter than fall right now.
Anyway, it is time to drain your outside water
systems and protect your plants so they don't
freeze. Trailers and motor homes that are not going
to be used until next summer should have the
water lines blown out and the trailer or motor home
winterized. The rivers will start to get colder so if
you are sniping you might want to take that into
consideration. Remember it is getting colder out
there so wear layers. It is easier to take clothing off
than to not have enough to keep warm. As far as
dredging goes a lawsuit was filed on Sept. 14, 2009.
It is one of four lawsuits that have been filed.
Remember PLP needs money to do this work for all
of us, so if you can go to the PLP web sight and give
them as much as you feel you can. Have a
wonderful month and I will see you at the meeting.

Michael Wiegand

09/15/2009
PLP files federal lawsuit against State of
California to lift suction gold dredging ban

Public Lands for the People (PLP) filed a federal
lawsuit against the State of California on Monday,
September 14, to restore the rights of suction gold
dredgers.

PLP declares the prohibition of suction dredge
mining and closure of waterways is in violation of
numerous acts, laws, regulations, and violates both
the Constitution of the United States and the State
of California. The lawsuit seeks an injunction against
the State to enjoin and restrain them from
implementing or enforcing the prohibition and
closure.



HISTORIAN REPORT
by Bill Vogt

We had a very pleasant surprise at the September
meeting. An individual that I had never seen
before responded that he was the Club’s original
president when I asked him if he was a member as
he was signing in. Later his daughter approached
me holding one of our picture albums and pointed
to a picture of her father, Don Costar, confirming
that he was in fact the original president.

During the meeting Don was introduced by his
daughter and during our guest speaker portion of
the meeting Don volunteered to speak briefly since
our scheduled speaker was unavailable. During his
presentation he passed around a watch that was
embedded with gold nuggets that he had collected
during his earlier years as a prospector. He also
presented to the Club a stack of documents going
back to the beginning which I gladly accepted for
the Club.

Don Costar, our first president, and his wife,
Katherine.

During the beginning of his presentation I had been
checking the roster and had not found his name on
it. As I was accepting the material from him I
made the suggestion that Don be made an
honorary member. Before I had barely got the
words out of my mouth he proudly displayed his
membership card and quickly pointed to the words
“Life” on it. In researching since then I have
determined that Don was dropped from the roster
in 1992 but I am pleased to report that he has been
added back with a status of Life.

Since I did not have my camera with me at the
meeting, I asked Don to sign and date the picture
his daughter had pointed out to me. Later, Grant
Garrison and I met Don at his home when we
picked up some items that had been purchased
from him. This time I had my camera and took
several pictures of Don, the watch, Don and his
wife Katherine, and Don and the watch. I asked
our editor if she wanted any of the pictures for the
newsletter and she reported that pictures usually
don't work too well but that she would try. She
asked for a few words on Don.

I did some research and learned that Don was the
person most responsible for the Club being formed.
Initially the Club was the Comstock Chapter of the
Gold Prospectors Association of America (GPAA)
and its first organizational meeting was held on
March 17, 1981 with Don chairing the meeting. He
was then voted in as president at the April 14
meeting. He was president until the next year but
stayed active writing numerous articles for the
newsletter over the years. He was a key player in
the break away and formation of the Comstock
Gold Prospectors in January 1986.

I know from reading an article Don wrote for the
September 1983 newsletter entitled “An Old
Postcard” that Don was raised in a mining camp
called Douglas which was west of Mina in Mineral
County. I also know that he served in the Navy in
the South Pacific during WWIL. I also knew from
talking to him that he was the founder of the
Inventors Club. I decided to Google him to see
what else I could find and was stunned by what
showed up. I encourage everyone to do the same
thing to learn more about this interesting person.



ON Wq—rc” casg

Don Costar’'s g ol99. n B5ngggdts ombarid,c3B nuggets on watch case
The nuggets were all found by Don.

My name is Don Costar, and I started to give some
gold sniping tips to the CGPA folks in the room
Tuesday, Sept the 22nd. I didn't want to bore folks
too much at one time, so I thought maybe if I
offered more comments through a letter to 7he
Gold Pan, that it would be OK.

More Sniping Tips:

Remember at the Sept. 22, 2009 meeting I said I
got most of my gold from sniping up on the side hill
gullies and washes above the creek? Well, I didn't
finish going into details, so I'll add some more
information here in The Gold Pan. Some
knowledge I'll repeat from people whom I trust to
recount their experiences candidly, and some
information comes from my own first hand
experiences.

You have to think of the migration of gold like the
branches of a tree — same as the branches and
forks of the gold bearing waters we dredge and
sluice in. In the California gold country, creeks
and rivers that bear gold have accumulated that
gold from the mountain's branches and forks
upstream. That's a “no brainer,” we all agree. We
also agree it occurs because gold is heavier by
weight than its surrounding material. Most gold
collected then, is usually at the bottom of the
stream at or near bedrock, where it can't go any
deeper. But it can still move when forced by the
pressure of material and water at the height of the
spring run off.

Now most of the gold I have found is not at or near
stream bedrock, but at any depth from the surface.
Why is that? The answer is that on the banks and
small run-off gullies I prospect in, there is not the
constant water running all season to concentrate
gold at any particular depth. And water is actually

the lubricant gold needs to work its way down
through the bank material. Water lubricates the
sand, gravel, dirt, roots, or whatever, so the
heavier gold can find its way to the bottom of the
material surrounding it. We demonstrate that
vividly, when we are panning. The motion of the
material and the lubrication of the water allows
nature to take its course and the gold surrenders to

gravity.

The little washes and gullies I referred to, up on the
stream banks and hillsides, usually are formed by
rain or snow run off but don't have the sustained
water force, like a stream, to allow the gold to
penetrate very far down. It does have the same
action as a stream, of course, but for limited times
each year. So when I look for a gully to attack, I
try to spot one that looks like it has taken a few
thousand winter run offs to form, and I go after the
same places I would in a stream, or creek. That is,
generally at sharp angle bends where gold would
take longer to travel its course, behind boulders
and outcroppings, at natural catch basins under a
steep slope or drop-off, or even on the downhill
side of a curve. It's kind of like trout fishing. You
know the best places to cast a fly, or lure, is in sort
of quiet water, where it's easier for the trout to
rest. Behind gravel bars, rocks or curves in the
stream's main flow. Gold bunches up in the same
places as trout, except of course in crevices and
under boulders.

So the next question is, if there is no water in the
gully how do I get the gold out of the material?

That's where the hard work starts... There is this
wonderful invention called a five gallon plastic
bucket. I'm not man enough to carry a whole
bucket full down to the sluice, so I take two or
three gallons at a time, and always make a few
more trips than I think I can, moving the material



from the suspected hot spot to the sluice. When
ever I do get to bedrock, or find a nice crevice --
like a good crack in the bedrock, I then work out all
the material I can from those obvious spots. Up
on a hillside is also a better place to use the winch
and a pry bar to move boulders found in a small
wash too. Usually there is a tree nearby where
you can tie off the winch, then put a strain on the
boulder with a steel cable, and every time you
loosen the boulder with the pry bar a little, put
more strain on it with the winch until gravity helps
it tumble down the hill. Then under where that
boulder was is sometimes a mini mother lode (not
to mention a nugget or two).

With the sluice set up to receive the material, I do
the same thing we do when dredging. I let the
water from the portable pump do the work of
carrying the material over the riffles in the sluice,
concentrating the gold and black sand in the sluice
blanket. Experimenting a little with the slope angle
of the sluice, together with the speed of the pump
will give you the optimum gold collecting capability
of the sluice. Don't forget to always have a tub, or
bucket at the base of the sluice when you raise the
riffles and remove the blanket, or all the results of
your hard work will shoot right back out into the
stream bed again. That five gallon plastic bucket
will come in handy too, for sloshing the blanket up
and down plenty of times in water, to rinse out the
gold concentrates. Then when I dump the water
out, I'm always careful to do it gently and slowly
into a gold pan, just in case I carelessly wash out
any gold with it.

I will sample the black sands occasionally, to make
sure I'm getting some gold, but mostly I don't
bother with that and haul all the concentrates back
home in my plastic bucket and set up the
mechanical concentrator to let water do the work
again — separating the gold from the black sands.
Of course I first use a magnet. It is very effective
removing most all of the black sands that are iron
compounds.

There is one tip that probably everyone already
knows, but I feel it is so important it should be
repeated anyway... That is the continuous and
frequent use of "Simple Green” detergent
everywhere. Washing my hands, in the sluice, in
my gold pans, any equipment that touches the ore
or the concentrates -- everywhere. Gold has an
affinity for any form of oil or fat. Body oils, or oils
of any kind must be avoided when working around
gold. And “"Simple Green” seems to be the most
effective in neutralizing oils and fats. A full day's
work can go floating down the stream if oil comes

in contact with gold. It's not only the miner, it's
any helpers or friends. 1 learned that lesson
personally -- the hard way. I learned about
avoiding grease and oil from the time I was a kid,
from my Dad, but my wife, being from Hawaii
where the humidity is high, suffered from dry skin
after moving to Nevada. She became a constant
user of hand creams that were basically oily skin
moisturizers. She was my number one helper on
the claim, and after a day of frustrating blank gold
sluicing, I noticed her reaching for a bottle of hand
lotion in her knapsack. She had been using it all
along and helping to clean up the sluice, without a
clue of what havoc she was causing to the gold
concentrates.

Sounds like too much work, too many problems and
too slow? Yes, itis. And quite a few times I got
very little reward for a brainless activity I thought
was certainly killing me. But I also have to say, I
realize those were the healthiest and happiest days
for my wife and myself that I could imagine. We
not only lost a lot of weight, we put on some
muscle mass that I never thought possible for
senior citizens.

Did we make a profit mining for placer gold? Of
course not. But keeping a record of expenses and
income would be missing the point. The thrill of
the find, the health benefits, and the look on your
grandkids faces when you give them a nugget or
vial of gold are huge profits in my opinion.

Don Costar

In Memory of Ronald Pelham

The members of Comstock Gold Prospectors were
very sad to hear of the death of Ron Pelham, a
fellow prospector and member of our Club. Ron
passed away on April 11, 2009, but the Club did not
learn about it until last month. Besides being a
member of Comstock Gold Prospectors, Ron was a
past Master of the Masonic Temple in Reno and
active in local Boy Scout and Cub Scout
organizations.




WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

Ray Collins Minden, NV

Reno, NV

Manhattan Beach, CA
Gilroy, CA

Carson City, NV

Costar, Donald

David James

Francisco & Jaime Lopez
Debbie & Robert Payne

NOMINATIONS FOR BOARD
POSITIONS DUE AT OCTOBER
MEETING

The October meeting is the time for nominations to
the Board. If you are interested in any position,
please let the Board know or ask a member to
nominate you at the meeting.

The President needs to be a member who has been
in the Club at least one year. The President should
have a passion for gold prospecting and some
knowledge of mining laws to protect the Club's
mining claims.

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
September 22, 2009

President Mike Wiegand called the meeting to order
at 6:30 p.m.

Board Members Present: Grant Garrison, Mike
Maxwell, Nadine Miller, Gary Nielson, Lee Nielson
Jim Richards, Bill Vogt, Mike Wiegand and Leland
Wong.

Absent: Claire Wiegand and Jennifer Nelson.
Corrections to Minutes: None

Treasurer’'s Report: Nadine Miller

The Treasurer’s Report was read and approved.
Motion to Accept: Bill Vogt, 2™ Mike Maxwell

Claims Report: Grant Garrison

Claim signage at 7&7 may have been vandalized.
Board representatives will be checking.

Board representatives will be checking on a dispute
about the Tammy marker posts.

Old Business:
Vern Murray was expelled from the Club and a
follow-up letter will be sent to him.

New Business:

A Board representative will stay in contact with the
groups in California about dredging and will report
back to the Club members as information becomes
available.

Motion to Adjourn: 7:10 p.m. by Jim Richards,
2" Gary Nielson

Minutes prepared by Leland Wong

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING
September 22, 2009

President Mike Wiegand called the meeting to order
at 7:35 p.m.

Corrections to Minutes: None
Treasurer’'s Report: Nadine Miller

The Treasurer’s Report was read and approved.
Motion to Accept: Richard Tieben, 2" Ron Dunlap

Claims Report: Grant Garrison

Claim signage at 7&7 may have been vandalized.
Board representatives will be checking.

Board representatives will be checking on a dispute
about the Tammy marker posts.

If you go to the Shiloh claim, please report back if
there is a problem with road accessibility.

Guest Speaker:

Our scheduled guest speaker was sick and had to
cancel. Don Costar, one of the original founding
members of the Club in 1981, talked about what
gold prospecting was like back when the Club was
started.

Old Business: Vern Murray was expelled from the
Club and a follow-up letter will be sent to him.

New Business: A Board representative will stay in
contact with the groups in California about dredging



and will report back to the Club members as
information becomes available.

Guests: Welcome to our guests

New Members: One new member was at the
meeting. Ray Collins won a piece of gold. Shelby
Grabill’s husband picked up her piece of gold from
last month’s meeting.

Attendance: Al Gottsch won a silver round. Brian
Brandt was not present and still has an IOU for a
silver round from the August meeting.

Membership: If a member is more than 50 miles
away and not present, we draw again. We drew a
record number of names this month: Frederick
Duffy Sr., Cheryl Knox, Bill Johnson, Brian Nelson
and Mike Lombardo. Thomas Knowles was present
and won the 4 silver rounds. The October meeting
starts over at one silver round.

Motion to Adjourn: 8:10 p.m. by Al Gottsch, 2™
Nadine Miller

Minutes prepared by Leland Wong

The Club wishes to thank you for all your
contributions to the raffle table. It helps to pay for
the meeting hall. Please remember to contribute.
It does not really matter what it is. Clean out your

garage. If you don't have a use for it, someone
else does. Don't throw it away; put it on the table.
ONE MANS GARBAGE IS ANOTHER'S MANS GOLD!
Thank you.

Mike Maxwell, Member at Large

Comstock Gold Prospectors
PO Box 20781
Reno NV 89515-0781
Web site: http://www.cgpgold.org

General Meeting
4™ Tuesday of each month
7:30 PM at the
Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25
2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV
(Corner of Pyramid & York Way)

Board Meeting
4™ Tuesday of each month
6:30 PM — prior to the General Meeting
Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25
2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV
(Corner of Pyramid & York Way)
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME

Club Officers — 2009

President: Mike Wiegand - 775/835-6780
Email: bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net

Past President: Leland Wong
Email: Liw1345@cs.com 775/882-5704

Vice-President: Grant Garrison
Email: woodygmg@aol.com -- 775/359-9238

Secretary: Jennifer Nelson
renoprospectors@sbcglobal.net — 775/329-7553

Treasurer: Nadine Miller
Email: nmiller@cccomm.net -- 775/867-3550

Membership/Historian: Bill Vogt
Email: Wvogt@sbcglobal.net -- 775/747-3145

Editor: Lee Nielson
Email: leenielson1@aol.com -- 775/884-2656

Board Members at Large

Mike Maxwell
Email: mdmbfb@att.net 775/348-1620

Gary Nielson
Email: cgnielson@aol.com 775/884-2656

Jim Richards
Email: rsmokinguns@yahoo.com 775/225-2494

Claire Wiegand 775/835-6780
Email: bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net

Remember, if you have been elected to a Board position,
your attendance is required at all Board meetings. If you
can not attend, be sure one of the Board members has
your proxy to allow for completion of necessary business.

Notice to All : The Board welcomes new ideas about
outings, claims, speakers, programs, activities, social
events, fund raising, public awareness, training
programs, prospecting successes, anecdotes, hints, tall
tales, lies, and gossip.
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Is the Gold Medal Really Gold?

Believe it or not, no. Although the Olympic gold medal
truly was made of solid gold until the 1912 games,
today’s gold medals are actually silver, plated with gold.
The silver and bronze medals are actually made of silver
and bronze. The official specification for the Olympic
gold medal says that it is made of silver and is plated
with no less than 6 grams of pure gold. That sounds
cheap, but if you make 800 gold medals, that's a lot!

The United States Congress also awards Congressional
Medals to non-military persons who have made important
contributions to history, and also to events and sites that
have a special meaning to the history of the U.S.

Among the recipients of the Congressional Gold Medal
are: Charles Lindbergh, Robert F. Kennedy, Hubert H.
Humphrey, Simon Wisenthal, Elie Wiesel, Roy Wilkins,
Lady Bird Johnson, Robert Frost, Marian Anderson, John
Wayne, Joe Louis and Chuck Yeager.

Are these Congressional Gold Medals really gold?
Absolutely. Produced by the United States Mint, which
also strikes gold coins that include the 24-karat gold
American Buffalo Coin, and the gold American Eagle,
these Congressional Gold Medals are made of genuine
gold. In every instance it is awarded, it can cost

taxpayers upwards of $30,000. This money not only
pays for the gold to make the medal, but also the mold
that needs to be specially created since each medal is
tailored to its recipient.

CLASSIFIED SECTION

FOR SALE -- Camel Mountain Goat Trommel
Concentrator. Used one time. Like new with
Rubbermaid container. Paid new $695.00 plus S&H. Will
sell for $500.00 or trade?. Russell Rehbein (775) 450-
3616.

To place or renew a business ad, send a check to
Comstock Gold Prospectors, c/o Editor, 4242 Spring
Drive, Carson City, NV 89701. Include your ad layout,
and your phone number or email address. Personal ads
are free to members for a maximum of 3 editions of the
newsletter.

Full Page Ad:
Half Page Ad:
Quarter Page Ad:

$50.00 per month
$25.00 per month
$12.50 per month

The Club drywasher may be rented by Club members for
$5/day, $15/week. A VacPak is also available. The
drywasher is kept at Reno Prospector’s Supply (775/329-
7553), 315 Claremont St., Reno.

Forall of your mining supplies

Reno Prospectors Soply

315 Claremont St. Reno NV 89502529 (2 blocks
N of Vassar St. off Wells Ave.)
Phone: (775) 3297553 Fax: (775) 3224869
Email: renoprospectors@sbcglobal.net

Web Site: http:/ /renogoldpros.com

Store Hours: Tuesday thru Friday - 10 to 5:00

Saturday - 10 to 2 - Closed Sunday and Monday

Material from many sources is used in The Gold Pan. While it is believed that these items are accurate, neither the editor nor
Comstock Gold Prospectors assumes any responsibility for their use. Advertiser’s claims are their own, and their products are not warranted
by Comstock Gold Prospectors. Material from this publication may be reprinted. Please give credit to the author and 7he Gold Pan.
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