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BLACK BILLIE 
 

Next Meeting July 27, 2010 
 

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(Mark your calendars ! ! !) 

        
  Jul 27, 2010 - Board/General Meeting 
  Aug. 21-22 - Outing – Ken Bennett 
  Aug  24, 2010 - Board/General Meeting 
  Labor Day  - Outing* 
  Sept 28, 2010 - Board/General Meeting 
  Oct. 2-3 - Outing – Tammy 
  Oct 26, 2010 - Board/General Meeting 
  Nov 23, 2010 - Board/General Meeting 
 
 * = tentative 
 
 

1 Year Gold – NYSE 
 

7/12/2010 – 9:15 a.m. PST  $1,200.40 
One Year High (at closing)     1,256.50 
One Year Low (at closing)  913.00 

  
1 Year Silver – NYSE 

 
7/12/2010 – 9:15 a.m. PST  $    17.97 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

Ya hoo Its July.!!  Hope every one had a happy 4th 
of July. 

 
Food for thought:  Growing old beats the alternative 

(dying young).  Remember, don't audit life. Show 

up and make the most of It now. And last but not 
least, however good or bad the situation Is, It will 

change, and In five years will It matter????  
 

Well I hope that cheered the members up.  
 

I am heading out to the Adaven 1 claim to find 

some Gold.   I missed the 4th of July outing but I 
am hoping to see some of my fellow miners.  

Remember to be safe out there and try to prospect 
with a buddy. Be safe out there!! 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you at the July 
meeting. 

 
Your President and Servant to the Club, 

Grant M. Garrison (Woody) 

 
 

 
 

 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 
Clizer, Erica & Tyson Sun Valley, NV 

McFarland, Mike Reno, NV 

McPherson, John & Peggy Sacramento, CA 
Rybak, Jedediah Reno, NV 

Stoermer, Joan & Russell Quincy, CA 
Tolson, Jeff Cool, CA 

Turner, Carl Reno, NV 

 

One Year High (at closing)  19.52 
One Year Low (at closing) 12.65 
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CLAIMS REPORTS 
by Bill Vogt 

 

Lucky Linda and Shiloh Claims Report: 
Assisted by Al Gottsch and Sherm Tresca the 

remaining corner posts and additional signs have 

been placed on these claims.  In addition a new 
discovery monument was erected on Lucky Linda 

near the creek at the eastern end and the latest 
paperwork was attached.  With the exception of the 

NW corner post of Shiloh, all the remaining highway 
side corner posts were erected right next to the 

guard rail making it easier to find the claims while 

driving on route 49.  The NW corner post of Shiloh 
is down the bank near the river embedded in a pile 

of rocks. For those of you who have been to Lucky 
Linda before, it is a fact that the NE and SE corner 

posts have been moved from where they used to 

be.  As it was reported before, our claim was 
incorrectly filed over another claim and that has 

been corrected. 
 

Adavenone Claim Report: 
Assisted by my wife Irene, several old corner posts 

have been removed and some new posts have been 

erected along with some new signs being attached 
to trees.  In addition, the current paperwork has 

been attached to the discovery post. Two posts that 
aren’t shown on the maps handed out to members 

were also erected (on line between points 3 and 4).  

These posts are downstream from the bridge on 
both sides of the river and they mark where the 

claim begins going downstream from the bridge. If 
you stand just past the outhouse on the East side of 

the river you can see one of the posts if you look 

down river along the trail that is there.  From about 
the same point you can see the post on the other 

side as well.  FYI – the area on both sides of the 
bridge between our claim and a claim upstream 

(there is a sign on a tree) is open to anyone for 
panning and sluicing (no dredging even when it 

returns). 

 
Ken Bennett Claim Report: 

Initially BLM was going to deny our amended 
location notice on the basis that we were trying to 

add area to our claim.  Eventually they were 

persuaded that we weren’t and accepted the fact 
that we were just correcting a mistake that had 

been created by both them and us in 2006.  Our 
amended location notice has been accepted and 

BLM records now reflect the fact that our claim is in 
3 quadrants of section 8.  Our work is not done as 

we still have to work with some other claimants who 

thought they were filing claims in an open area.  
The Board is working on this problem and will keep 

the members advised. 

STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT FORM 
by Bill Vogt 

 

On the following page and also available on our web 
site under Claims is an assessment form that has 

been developed.  Members are encouraged to 

complete one of these forms whenever they do 
anything on one of the Club claims that could count 

towards assessment work and return it to the VP.  
This will greatly help the VP when the annual 

assessment form has to be filled out to satisfy our 

Small Miner Waiver.  If you have any doubts as to 
whether or not what you did qualifies just complete 

a form and provide enough detail so that the VP can 
make a determination.  I will also have copies of 

this form available at meetings should anyone need 
it. 

 

 
 

 

GRACE PERIOD REMINDER (LAST): 
by Bill Vogt 

 

Every member except Life and Honorary has to pay 

a renewal fee of either $35.00 or $45.00 every year 
on their anniversary date (the date they join).  This 

date is shown on the membership card and on the 
newsletter mailing label for those who get the letter 

by mail.  The by-laws provide for a 30 day grace 

period for members to get their renewal fee in by.  
If the fee is not received by that time then the 

member is dropped.  If they wish to continue with 
the Club then they have to go on the waiting list (if 

there is one) and pay the full fee ($65.00 or $75.00) 

to get back in.  So far I have expended a lot of 
effort to remind members that they are past due 

and have let a few members renew even though 
they are well past the renewal date.  I will 

discontinue this liberal practice by the end of July 
and anybody unhappy with the consequences of not 

paying their renewal fee on time will have to take 

their grievances up with the Board.  
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Comstock Gold Prospectors 

Claim Assessment Work Form (Please Print) 

(Mail to Club PO Box attention VP or bring to meetings) 

 

 

Name of Claim: _________________________        CAMC/NMC: ________________ 

 

Date(s) Work Performed: ___________________________________________ 

 

Number of People Performing Work: _________     Total Hours: ________________ 

 

Names of People Performing Work                     Address of People Performing Work 

 

______________________________                    ________________________________       

 

______________________________                    ________________________________ 

 

______________________________                    ________________________________ 

 

______________________________                    ________________________________ 

 

______________________________                    ________________________________ 

 

Description of Work Performed: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials Used                                                                      Cost of Materials 

 

____________________________                   __________________________________ 

 

____________________________                   __________________________________ 

 

____________________________                   __________________________________ 

 

____________________________                   __________________________________ 

 

____________________________                   __________________________________ 
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The Dollying Process 

What to do with gold-bearing quartz 
specimens 

 

Imagine this scenario for a moment. You’ve just spent 
the last 3 hours digging rubbish off a mine dump, but 
you keep after it because the records show this mine as 
producing free-milling gold. Finally the detector gives off 
a crisp hit indicating another target. You bend down for a 
closer look, but can see no trash only a milky white piece 
of quartz about the size of an apple. Ahhh-Haaa! There it 
is – a small speck of yellow metal protruding from the 

side! That obviously can’t be all the gold, the rock sounds 
off too well on the detector and is much too heavy. 
There must be more inside. It’s a cute little specie, no 
doubt about that, but what the heck do you do with it 
now? Use it as a paperweight? Try to sell it on eBay? Add 
it to the growing rock garden in the front yard? Try to 
knock your neighbor’s cat off the back fence with it???  

Well, if none of these suggestions do it for you there is 
another alternative. It is fast, painless and very effective, 
but once you make the decision to plow ahead there is 
no turning back! This miracle method is none other than 
the Dolly Pot. I first learned of the dollying process years 
ago from a Melbourne prospector I met while detecting 
in the Northern Territory, Australia. He had just dug up a 
quartz-gold specie which nearly filled his palm and was 
showing it to me. At that point I had not seen many 
specimens before and made the comment, “I wonder 
how much gold is in that thing?” He only grinned and 
replied, “We’re about to find out mate.” BANG!!!! 
Imagine my surprise when he obliterated it with a swift 
blow from a sledgehammer! That was probably not the 
most efficient display of gold recovery I had ever 
witnessed, but boy it sure did get the gold out in a hurry. 
If you want to try it at home here are the necessary 
steps… 

The Dollying Process: 

Before you can crush or dolly up your gold-bearing 
specimen you will need to secure a few basic pieces of 

equipment. First and foremost is the dolly pot. The dolly 
consists of two parts, the dolly pot and the pestle. The 
pot itself is a slender cylinder standing approximately one 
foot tall and is usually made of steel or iron. One end is 
left open while the other is welded to a flat, metal plate 
effectively sealing the bottom. The pestle is a heavy, 
steel or iron rod (like that of a car axle) used to pulverize 
the specimen. Dolly pots are available in a commercial or 
“ready made” form; however they can be crafted by 
anyone with a bit of welding knowledge. You will also 
need a sieve and a standard gold pan. The sieve should 
be of a fine mesh, like those used for flour.  

  
As I mentioned before, keep in mind that once a 
specimen is dollied there’s no bringing it back from the 

dead. If it is a beautiful or unusual piece with more gold 

showing than quartz don’t crush it – it will probably fetch 
a higher price as a specie rather than a tail of fine gold! 
If you’re confident that it is so ugly that no one would 
ever want to buy it, or you just feel like smashing 
something please read on!  
  
The first step in the process is to place the gold-bearing 
specimen in the bottom of the dolly pot. Insert the pestle 
into the dolly and with short, steady blows repeatedly 
strike the specimen until it begins to break apart. Keep 
an eye out for pieces of rock that may come whizzing out 
of the top. Continue striking the specimen until a fine 
grain is achieved. Remember, the finer you crush the 
specimen the more gold you will recover. Then, dump 
the pulverized material from the dolly pot into the sieve, 
making sure the sieve is positioned over the gold pan. 
Also scrap off the bottom of the pestle into the sieve, as 

gold fragments will often adhere to it. Vigorously shake 
the sieve until all the fine contents have dropped into the 
pan. Next, place the remaining coarse crushing’s back 
into the dolly. Once again, crush up the material and 
sieve off the fine material into the pan. Continue this 
process until the specimen has been completely 
pulverized and processed through the sieve. During this 
process you may encounter large pieces of gold, such as 
flattened patties that can be picked out by hand.  

 
Once the entire specimen has been reduced to a powder 
you are ready to pan off the concentrates. Using a tub of 
water and your gold pan, carefully separate the crushed 
rock (i.e., quartz) from the actual gold. Once thoroughly 
panned, pour the remaining water out of the pan leaving 

only the gold behind and let it dry in the sun. Or to 
speed the process up, you may place the damp gold into 
a stainless steel saucepan and place it over a heat 
source, like an oven burner. Move the pan in a circular 
motion over the burner until the gold is thoroughly dried. 
The pile of gold you are left with is now ready to be sent 
to the mint, stored for selling at a later date, or poured 
into a button. 

 

(This article by Chris Gholsen – Arizonaoutback.com.  Thanks, 
Chris for allowing us to use the article.) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

INSPIRATION 
 

“Tell me and I’ll forget.  Show me, and I may 

not remember, Involve me, and I’ll 

understand.” 

 -- Native American Saying 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 
  June 22, 2010 

 
President Grant Garrison called the meeting to order at 
6:25 PM. 
 
Board Members Present:  Grant Garrison, Bill Vogt, 
Nadine Miller, Jim Richards, Mike Maxwell, Ron Orbas, 
Tom Newell, Claire Wiegand 
 
Absent:  Gary Nielson, Lee Nielson 
 
Members Present: Al Gottsch, Mike Wiegand 
   
Corrections to Minutes:  Board Meetings will start at 
6:15 
  
Treasurer’s Report:  Nadine Miller.   Read and 
accepted 
 
Claims Report: Bill Vogt and Grant Garrison 
 
Ken Bennett:  BLM has accepted the amended claim 
notice; issues with other filers in Section 8 remains to be 
resolved. 
 
Tammy:   Boundary is still an issue to be resolved with 
the Colorado Claim owner. 
 
Shiloh:   All Claim Posts and signs are in place.  Shiloh is 
finished. 
 
Lucky Linda:   All Claim Posts and signs are in place.  
Lucky Linda is finished. 
 
Adavan1:   Posts set on both sides of the river to mark 
the beginning of the claim down from the bridge. 
 
Annual Claims Assessment Report 
 
A form for reporting claim activity is available on the 
Comstock Prospectors Website.  This information will be 
used for filing the claims assessment report for the 2010 
year, which runs from September 1, 2009 to August 31, 
2010.  The Club has small miner status with the BLM, 
which means that claim activity reports can be used to 
replace the annual claim fee.  This saves the Club about a 

thousand dollars. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Incorporation Matters 
 
Annual listing of officers and notice of a new resident 
agent have been filed with Secretary of State.  Not yet 
posted by that office.  The Club requested a copy of the 
Letters of Incorporation.  A copy of the Letters has been 
received but not the Amendments.  A copy of the one 
amendment is on its way. 

 
Nellie Ramynke is the Resident Agent for the Club. 

 

Club Insurance:  Seeking a third quote. 
 

Scout Jamboree:  Gold panning demonstration at the 
Fallon Scout Jamboree will be August 7, at the Cub Scout 
area only.  Should be 2 to 4 hours long. 
 
New Business 
 
Membership Cards:   More cards need to be printed. 
 
Tickets for Attendance Drawing:   There was considerable 
debate about the criteria for issuing tickets.  The final 
resolution was to credit one ticket per type of item worn 
with the Club logo. That is if a member was wearing two 
hats and three shirts, he or she would get one ticket for a 
hat and one ticket for a shirt not a ticket for each hat or 
shirt. 

 
Motion to adopt this policy: Jim Richards 
Second: Grant Garrison.  Voted and adopted. 

 
VacPac and Drywasher Maintenance:   Engines need to 
be cleaned.  Motion to have Reno Prospectors do the 
servicing:  Al Gottsch.   Second: Grant Garrison 
 
Buddy List:   Need to work up a list for potential 
prospecting partners. 
 
Board Meeting Adjourned.   Motion to adjourn:  Al 
Gottsch.   Second: Mike Maxwell.   Board Meeting 
adjourned at 7:22 
 
Minutes prepared by Tom Newell 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
June 22, 2010 

 
President Grant Garrison called the meeting to order at 
7:30 PM. 
 
Corrections to Minutes:  None.   Minutes accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Nadine Miller.  The Treasurer’s 
Report was read.  Motion to accept: Al Gottsch.  Second:  
Pete.   Accepted. 
 
Claims Report:   Bill Vogt and Grant Garrison 
 
Ken Bennett:  BLM has accepted the amended claim 
notice correcting a 2006 error.  Club members now have 
a legal right to work in section 8. 

The other claimants in section 8 will be notified. 

Lucky Linda and Shiloh:  All posts and signs are in place.  
These claims are done. 

Tammy:  There may still be a boundary dispute.  Posts for 
the Colorado Claim were removed from the Tammy Claim. 

Adavan1:  Posts placed on both sides of the river where 

claims start down river from the bridge.  
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Recording Work on Club Claims  

A form is available at the meetings and on line for 
recording prospecting activity from September 1, 2009 to 
August 31, 2010. This information will be used for the 
2010 annual assessment report to BLM. 

There was a suggestion that it would be a good idea to 
take pictures before and after working the claims. 

Old Business:  None 
 
New Business:  
  

Attendance Drawing Tickets:  The number of tickets 
issued will be determined by the number of items being 
worn that have the Club logo, but only one ticket for 

multiple items.  That is, if you are wearing two hats or 

three shirts, only one ticket will be issued for hats and 
one for shirts. 
 

Scout Jamboree:  Panning demonstration at the Fallon 
Scout Jamboree will be on August 7, and in the Cub Scout 
area only.  Estimated to be two to four hours. 

 
Club PacVac and Drywasher:  Reno Prospectors will clean 
and service the engines. 

 
Club Insurance:    Still working on getting quotes. 
 
Guests Working on Club Claims:  Guests can only pan. 
They cannot use motorized equipment. 
 
July 4th Outing at Adavan1:   Sign up sheet is in the back.  
Bill Vogt will not be able to attend.  He would like for 
someone to act as historian and take pictures. 
 
Buddy List:   Club will create a signup sheet for 
members looking for prospecting partners. 
 
Speaker:   Aaron Klemonok presented an interesting talk 
on a portable X-ray analyzer that can run 24 elements 
from beryllium to uranium in a single shot in the field.  
There were several questions from the audience. 
 
Attendance Drawing:  Ron Sissom won the silver 
round. 
 
Membership Drawing:  Ken Brown won the drawing for 
four silver rounds. 
 
New Members Present:  Carl Turner, Jed Rybak, Kevin 
Levely, Howard Scott.  Carl Turner won the drawing for 
the pieces of gold. 
 
Guests:   Aaron Klemenok, speaker. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting: Al Gottsch.  Second:  
Grant Garrison.  Meeting Adjourned  
 
Total Attendance:  52 members and 1 guests. 
  
Minutes prepared by Tom Newell. 
 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
RAFFLE TABLE. . . 

 

. . . help to pay for the meeting hall.  Please 

remember to contribute.  It does not really matter 
what it is.   Clean out your garage.    If you don't 

have a use for it, someone else does.  Don't throw it 
away; put it on the table.  One man’s garbage is 

another's man’s gold!  Thank you! 

 
Mike Maxwell, Member at Large  

 
 
 

Comstock Gold Prospectors 
PO Box 20781 

Reno NV  89515-0781 
Web site: http://www.cgpgold.org 

 

General Meeting 
4th Tuesday of each month 

7:30 PM at the 
Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25 
2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 
(Corner of Pyramid & York Way) 

 

Board Meeting 
4th Tuesday of each month 

6:30 PM – prior to the General Meeting 
Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25 

2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 
(Corner of Pyramid & York Way) 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 
 
 

Club Officers – 2010 
 

President:  Grant Garrison -  775/359-9238 
Email:  woodygmg@aol.com  

 
Vice President: Ron Orbas -  775/885-9162 

Email:  rorbas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Past President:   Mike Wiegand 
 775/835-6780 

Email:  bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net 
 

Secretary:    Tom Newell  - 775/885-2654 
Email:  gtn1@sbcglobal.net 

 
Treasurer:    Nadine Miller - 775/867-3550 

Email: nmiller@cccomm.net  
Membership/Historian:  Bill Vogt  - 775/747-3145 

Email:  Wvogt@sbcglobal.net  
 

 Editor: Lee Nielson - 775/884-2656 
Email: leenielson1@aol.com  

 
 
 
 

http://www.cgpgold.org/
mailto:woodygmg@aol.com
mailto:rorbas@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gtn1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nmiller@cccomm.net
mailto:Wvogt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:leenielson1@aol.com


 7 

Board Members at Large 
 

Mike Maxwell - 775/348-1620 
Email: mdmbfb@att.net    

 
Gary Nielson - 775/884-2656 

Email: cgnielson@aol.com    
 

Jim Richards - 775/225-2494 
Email: rsmokinguns@yahoo.com   

 
Claire Wiegand  - 775/835-6780 

Email:  bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Remember, if you have been elected to a Board position, 
your attendance is required at all Board meetings.  If you 

can not attend, be sure one of the Board members has 
your proxy to allow for completion of necessary business. 
 
Notice to All : The Board welcomes new ideas about 
outings, claims, speakers, programs, activities, social 
events, fund raising, public awareness, training  
programs, prospecting successes, anecdotes, hints, tall 
tales, lies, and gossip. 

CLASSIFIED SECTION 
 
To place or renew a business ad, send a check to 

Comstock Gold Prospectors, c/o Editor, 4242 Spring Drive, 
Carson City, NV 89701.  Include your ad layout, and your 
phone number or email address. 
 
Full Page Ad:   $50.00 per month 
Half Page Ad:   $25.00 per month 
Quarter Page Ad:  $12.50 per month 
 
Personal ads are free to members for a maximum of 3 
editions of the newsletter. 
 
The Club drywasher may be rented by Club members for 

$5/day, $15/week. A VacPak is also available.  The 

drywasher is kept at Reno Prospector’s Supply (775/329-

7553), 315 Claremont St., Reno.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For all of your mining supplies 

Reno Prospectors Supply 

 
315 Claremont St.   Reno NV  89502-2529 (2 blocks 

 N of Vassar St. off Wells Ave.) 

Phone: (775) 329-7553  Fax: (775) 329-4869 

Email: renoprospectors@sbcglobal.net 

Web Site: http://renogoldpros.com 

 

 

Store Hours:  Tuesday thru Friday - 10 to 5:00        Saturday - 10 to 2  - Closed Sunday and Monday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Material from many sources is used in The Gold Pan.  While it is believed that these items are accurate, neither the editor nor Comstock 
Gold Prospectors assumes any responsibility for their use.  Advertiser’s claims are their own, and their products are not warranted by 
Comstock Gold Prospectors.  Material from this publication may be reprinted.  Please give credit to the author and The Gold Pan. 

mailto:cgnielson@aol.com
mailto:rsmokinguns@yahoo.com
mailto:bethemiracle777@sbcglobal.net
mailto:renogoldpros@powernet.net
http://renogoldpros.com/

